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Turning responsibility  
into Europe’s economic strength.

The European Sustainability Summit  
connects these pioneers and provides a 
common stage. Studies, publications,  
and dialogue formats complement Award 
and Summit by turning recognition into 
orientation and supporting broader  
adoption.

The Foundation is being established 
with the ambition to become a lasting 
European reference point for responsi-
ble competitiveness. To this end, it seeks 
a small circle of Founding Donors who 
will help shape the institution from the 
outset.

Europe stands at a turning point. Whet-
her economic transformation becomes 
a burden—or a source of strength—will 
depend on entrepreneurial leadership. 
This strength will be decisive for Europe’s 
economic and societal model in global 
competition.

The European Sustainability Award Foun-
dation establishes a shared European 
benchmark for corporate transformation—
with impact beyond business. Through the 
European Sustainability Award, it identi-
fies companies that successfully combine 
responsibility and competitiveness and 
brings their solutions into a European 
context.
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Switzerland, and Norway. It is also closely 
connected to European institutions, business, 
and academia, including through the patro-
nage of the European Commissioner for  
Environment, Water Resilience and a Compe-
titive Circular Economy, Jessika Roswall.

Clear governance structures and binding 
compliance rules ensure the Foundation’s 
integrity and reliability.

ESAF is a non-profit foundation based in  
Brussels. It contributes to the sustainable 
transformation of Europe’s economy and 
society by establishing a common benchmark 
and an independent reference framework for 
corporate transformation performance.

The Foundation is an independent European 
initiative and not an EU program. It initially 
covers the EU as well as the United Kingdom,  

A European reference  
framework for transformation.

value creation works in competitive markets—
while strengthening Europe’s societal model.

What Europe still lacks is a shared and credi-
ble benchmark: Which solutions are already 
working? Which companies combine econo-
mic success with responsibility? And which 
approaches are scalable? This is where the 
European Sustainability Award Foundation 
(ESAF) comes in.

Europe is undergoing a fundamental 
economic realignment. Competitiveness, 
technological sovereignty, and resilience 
are being redefined under geopolitical 
pressure.

The Green Deal sets important parame-
ters. Yet transformation is not driven by 
regulation alone. It is shaped by compa-
nies that demonstrate how sustainable 

FOUNDATION

The European  
Sustainability Award.

The Award makes effective solutions  
visible, enables comparability, and  
contributes to a shared European  
understanding of successful practice.

It builds on more than two decades of 
experience in independent sustainability 
assessment, including the German  
Sustainability Award.

The European Sustainability Award  
(ESA) is the Foundation’s central instru-
ment. It establishes a common European 
benchmark for corporate transforma-
tion—across sectors, sizes, and  
geographies.

In a multi-stage process, companies 
across Europe are identified and asses-
sed. This leads to the recognition of Na-
tional Champions and European Leaders.
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5.	 develop communication formats to disse-
minate and contextualize transformation 
performance;

6.	 establish partnerships and expert bodies 
as well as pan-European networks;

7.	 contribute to the development of practical 
frameworks and quality standards;

8.	 acquire and use rights necessary for these 
activities.

(5) The Foundation’s awards serve exclusively 
the public benefit and the dissemination of 
good practice. They do not constitute financial 
support or regulatory certification.

(6) The Foundation may take all measures 
necessary to advance its purpose.

(7) All procedures are designed to ensure 
transparency, consistency, and indepen-
dence. Evaluation and funding are strictly 
separated; all bodies, particularly juries, 
operate autonomously.

(8) The Foundation is politically, ideologi-
cally, and religiously independent and has 
no institutional ties to EU bodies or public 
authorities.

(9) It cooperates with European and na-
tional institutions, academia, and relevant 
stakeholders to anchor and advance its 
mission.

Excerpt from the  
Foundation’s statutory purpose.

corporate transformation performance and 
promotes responsible business conduct, social 
and environmental innovation, and sustainable 
development in Europe.

(4) To achieve its purpose, the Foundation 
may in particular:
1.	 develop and implement European and 

national award formats, including the 
European Sustainability Award (ESA);

2.	 establish and apply methodologies for 
assessing corporate transformation per-
formance;

3.	 build and operate a pan-European plat-
form to make successful solutions visible, 
comparable, and transferable;

4.	 conduct and support research, studies, 
publications, and dialogue formats;

(1) The Foundation exclusively pursues 
charitable purposes in accordance with 
Belgian law and serves the public benefit.

(2) Its purpose is to promote the sustaina-
ble transformation of Europe’s economy 
and society. This includes strengthening 
responsibility, innovation, and cross-
border cooperation in support of a com-
petitive, resource-efficient, and socially 
responsible European economic order. 
The Foundation aligns its activities with 
the United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs).

(3) The Foundation contributes to the 
development and dissemination of a 
pan-European reference framework for 

ANNEX

Independent  
and transparent.

Shaping an institution  
from the outset.

The Foundation safeguards standards and 
integrity. A non-profit operating entity is 
responsible for implementation.

All evaluations and selections are carried 
out exclusively by an independent pan-
European jury. Evaluation, funding, and 
operations are strictly separated.

Clear governance and compliance fra-
meworks ensure neutrality, transparency, 
and accountability. Members of governing 
bodies serve on an honorary basis; all  
resources are used exclusively to advance  
the Foundation’s purpose.

ESAF is conceived as a long-term referen-
ce point for responsible competitiveness 
in Europe.

Institutions of this kind rarely emerge 
through public programs alone. They take 
shape when committed actors contribute 
at a decisive moment.

The Foundation is seeking a small group 
of Founding Donors. They act as co-archi-
tects of a European institution that makes 
successful business solutions visible and 
supports their adoption across countries 
and sectors. In doing so, they contribute 
to strengthening an economic and socie-
tal model in which competitiveness and 
responsibility are closely linked.

GOVERNANCE FOUNDING DONORS

Making solutions visible— 
and scaling what works.

In doing so, the foundation helps scale 
proven business models across Europe. It 
gives visibility to companies that translate 
responsibility into competitive advantage 
and growth. Through studies, publications  
and dialogue formats, the Award is turned 
into actionable insight for companies,  
investors and the broader market.
 
By complementing regulation with re-
al-world solutions, the foundation streng-
thens a competitive European economy in 
which responsibility drives performance—
and sustainable business becomes a core 
driver of growth and resilience.

The Award is part of a comprehensive 
impact model centred on the European 
Sustainability Summit. As the foundation’s 
flagship platform, it convenes around 
2,000 participants from some 30 count-
ries each year—bringing together business 
leaders, policymakers, researchers  
and civil society.
 
The Summit connects those driving 
successful solutions and accelerates ex-
change across markets and industries. The 
Award Night, produced in a TV format, 
spotlights Europe’s leading companies in 
areas such as climate, resources, nature, 
work and society—turning economic 
transformation into a shared European 
narrative.
 

IMPACT

(in Gründung / in formation)

Neuer Zollhof 1 
40221 Düsseldorf 
Germany

+49 211 5504-5510 
office@sustainability-award.eu 
www.sustainability-award.eu
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